
• THEN: Sec. 46b-30 Marriage of minors
(a) No license may be issued to any applicant 
under sixteen years of age, unless the judge of 
probate for the district in which the minor 
resides endorses his written consent on the 
license.

(b) No license may be issued to any applicant 
under eighteen years of age, unless the written 
consent of a parent or guardian of the person 
of such minor, signed and acknowledged 
before a person authorized to take 
acknowledgments of conveyances under the 
provisions of section 45-5a, or authorized to 
take acknowledgments in any other state or 
country, is filed with the registrar.  If no parent 
or guardian of the person of such minor is a 
resident of the United States, the written 
consent of the judge of probate for the district 
in which the minor resides, endorsed on the 
license, shall be sufficient.

•NOW:  Sec. 46b-20a. Eligibility to marry. Issuance of license to          
minor who is sixteen or seventeen, when permitted.

(a) A person is eligible to marry if such person is:
(1) Not a party to another marriage, or a relationship that provides substantially the 
same rights, benefits and responsibilities as a marriage, entered into in this state or 
another state or jurisdiction, unless the parties to the marriage will be the same as the 
parties to such other relationship;
(2) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, at least eighteen years of age;
(3) Except as provided in section 46b-29, not under the supervision or control of a 
conservator; and
(4) Not prohibited from entering into a marriage pursuant to section 46b-21.

(b) A license may be issued to a minor who is at least sixteen years of age but under 
eighteen years of age with the approval of the Probate Court as provided in this 
subsection. A parent or guardian of a minor may, on behalf of the minor, petition the 
Probate Court for the district in which the minor resides seeking approval for the 
issuance of a license to such minor. The court shall schedule a hearing on the petition and 
give notice to the minor, the minor's parents or guardians and to the other party to the 
intended marriage. The minor and the petitioning parent or guardian shall be present at 
such hearing.   The court may, in its discretion, require the other party to the 
intended marriage to be present at such hearing. After a hearing on the petition, the 
court may approve the issuance of a license to the minor if the court finds that: 
(1) The petitioning parent or guardian consents to the marriage; 
(2) the minor consents to the marriage and such consent is based upon an 

understanding of the nature and consequences of marriage; 
(3) the minor has sufficient capacity to make such a decision; 
(4) the minor's decision to marry is made voluntarily and free from coercion; and 
(5) the marriage would not be detrimental to the minor.



Sec. 46b-20a. Eligibility to marry. Issuance of license to minor who is sixteen or seventeen, when 
permitted.
(a) A person is eligible to marry if such person is:
(1) Not a party to another marriage, or a relationship that provides substantially the same rights, benefits and 
responsibilities as a marriage, entered into in this state or another state or jurisdiction, unless the parties to the 
marriage will be the same as the parties to such other relationship;
(2) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, at least eighteen years of age;
(3) Except as provided in section 46b-29, not under the supervision or control of a conservator; and
(4) Not prohibited from entering into a marriage pursuant to section 46b-21.

(b) A license may be issued to a minor who is at least sixteen years of age but under eighteen years of age with the 
approval of the Probate Court as provided in this subsection. A parent or guardian of a minor may, on behalf of the 
minor, petition the Probate Court for the district in which the minor resides seeking approval for the issuance of a 
license to such minor. The court shall schedule a hearing on the petition and give notice to the minor, the minor's 
parents or guardians and to the other party to the intended marriage. The minor and the petitioning parent or guardian 
shall be present at such hearing.   The court may, in its discretion, require the other party to the intended 
marriage to be present at such hearing. After a hearing on the petition, the court may approve the issuance of a 
license to the minor if the court finds that: 
(1) The petitioning parent or guardian consents to the marriage; 
(2) the minor consents to the marriage and such consent is based upon an understanding of the nature and 

consequences of marriage; 
(3) the minor has sufficient capacity to make such a decision; 
(4) the minor's decision to marry is made voluntarily and free from coercion; and 
(5) the marriage would not be detrimental to the minor.
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